WALNUT VALLEY WATER DISTRICT
271 South Brea Canyon Road
Walnut, California 91789
PUBLIC INFORMATION/COMMUNITY RELATIONS/
LEGISLATIVE ACTION COMMITTEE
Monday, January 8, 2018, at 4:45 p.m.
Conference Room
 Chair Director Wu

 Member Director Hilden

1.

Public Comment

2.

Community Outreach Update
A.
Discussion

B.

 Alternate Director Lee

Committee Recommendation

3.

Federal Legislation Update (ACWA’s “high interest” bill chart)
A.
Discussion
B.
Committee Recommendation

4.

Federal Regulatory Issues (prepared by ACWA)
A.
Discussion
B.
Committee Recommendation

5.

State Legislative Update
A.
Discussion

B.

Committee Recommendation

6.

Update: Long-term Water Conservation Legislation
A.
Discussion
B.
Committee Recommendation

7.

AB 792 (Frazier): Delta Stewardship Council—The District has joined a coalition letter
of opposition
A.
Discussion
B.
Committee Recommendation

8.

Update: SB 623 (Monning)—Public Goods Charge
A.
Discussion
B.
Committee Recommendation

9.

California WaterFix Update: Finance and Cost Allocation (information only)

10. Proposed Updates to CEQA Guidelines (provided by PWAG and for information only)
11. Federal and State: News, Rules Regulations Updates
A.
Discussion
B.
Committee Recommendation
12. Other
13. Adjournment

NOTE: To comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if you need special assistance to participate in any
committee meeting, please contact the General Manager’s office at least 48 hours prior to the meeting to inform
the District of your needs and to determine if accommodation is feasible.

WVWD – Staff Report
TO:
FROM:
DATE:
SUBJECT:

Public Information/Legislative Action Committee
Director of Administrative Services
January 8, 2018
Community Outreach Update

Action/Discussion

Fiscal Impact

Resolution

Information Only

Recommendation
For Committee review and discussion.
Background Information
1.

Bill Insert – January’s bill insert invites customers to sign up for our February 6 California
Friendly Landscape class by calling the reservation line at (909) 595-1268, Ext. 371. Next,
as we are hopeful for wetter months, we remind our customers to turn off their sprinklers
when it rains.

2.

Facebook, Instagram & Twitter - The District’s latest Facebook
post invites all 7th-12th grade students within our service area to
participate in WEWAC’s Broadcast Media and Digital Art Contest.
Our Instagram post reminds viewers that “a leak as small as a tip
of a ballpoint pen can waste about 6,300 of gallons of water per
month.” Lastly, our latest Twitter post is a BeWaterWise
informative tweet on the Cleveland Sage plant.

Facebook

Instagram

3.

Diamond Bar Citywide Advertisement - The City of Diamond Bar continues to publish various
‘Save Our Water’ electronic advertisements on their city hall’s lobby television and other
forms of social media outreach.

4.

Newspaper/Advertising Outreach - A full-page conservation ad is circulating in The Windmill’s
November/December edition that provides readers with water conservation tips to consider
during the winter months.

5.

Water Education/Water Awareness Committee EduBucks – Teachers from participating
WEWAC member agency schools were invited to partake in WEWAC’s EduBucks Program
which grants up to $700 per application, if selected, for classroom projects that specifically
focus on drinking water issues. It is with excitement that we announce that a total of five
teachers from within our service area were awarded their full requested grant amount. This
included teachers from Lorbeer and Suzanne Middle Schools, and Rowland and Walnut High
Schools.

6.

Collegewood Elementary School – The elementary school’s first grade robotics team,
coached by Ms. Naomi, received twelve goodie bags which included water education activity
books, materials, pencils, and stickers.

7.

Tailgate Wraps Recognize Local Artists – In light of Miss Rocia Han and
Miss Amanda Kim’s poster artwork winning a spot in MWD’s 2018
‘Water is Life’ calendar, the District has wrapped 8 fleet trucks with a
copy of their artwork.

8.

ACWA/JPIA Perspective Publication – The November/December
edition of JPIA’s Perspective publication features an article regarding
WVWD District employees and their record donations for Breast Cancer research gathered
during the District’s annual Breast Cancer Awareness Month.

9.

Diamond Bar High School Heart of Hope Concert – Director Wu attended the Heart of Hope
concert at Diamond Bar High School where he presented a certificate of recognition and
conservation basket, in addition to providing showerheads and sprinkler nozzles to the
attendees.

10. Department of Water Resources Water Education Committee – On December 12 and 13,
Ms. Jillian Keller attended a DWR Water Education Committee meeting.
11. Suzanne Middle School Robotics Team Board Presentation – Suzanne Middle School’s Robo
Titans robotics team, recent winners of the Los Angeles Championship Tournament,
presented their project to the District’s Board of Directors during the December 18 Board
meeting. The team was also provided with a replica of the water waste signs (inspired by
them) that will be posted at various District facilities.
12. United Abacus Arithmetic Association – On January 28, the UAAA will hold the 2018 Global
Cup Abacus & Mental Arithmetic Championship Awards Ceremony in January 2018. The
District is participating in the event’s Silver Sponsorship which includes a full page
advertisement in the program. Additionally, a certificate of recognition has been prepared for
the event.
13. WVWD Landscape Class – The reservation line is open for customers to RSVP for the
District’s free California Friendly Landscape Class scheduled for February 6, 6:00 p.m.
14. High Efficiency Toilet Program – The 2018 High Efficiency Toilet program is underway! Staff
has scheduled the distribution of high efficiency toilets for Saturday, March 3, 2018. As in
previous years, local high schools have volunteered to assist with the distribution of toilets,
paperwork, and miscellaneous administrative duties.
15. District Website - The following graph shows the activity of the District’s website over the last
twelve months. For the month of December 2017, there were 5,369 visitors who viewed
16,331 pages on the District’s web site.
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WVWD – Staff Report
TO:
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SUBJECT:

Public Information/Legislative Action Committee
General Manager
January 8, 2018
State Legislative Update

Action/Discussion

Fiscal Impact

Resolution

Information Only

Recommendation
That the Committee review the items below and discuss any follow-up with staff.
Background
California begins the second year of the two-year legislative session. The session convened on
December 1, 2016 and adjourns on November 30, 2018.
Both Assembly Members and Senators are limited to introducing forty (40) bills per two-year session.
A legislator, who acts as the author, sends the idea and language for the bill to the Legislative
Counsel where it is drafted into the actual bill. The California State Constitution provides that every
act shall only embrace one subject and that subject must be expressed in the title of the measure.
In addition, every law must contain the enacting clause: “The people of the State of California do
enact as follows.” The drafted bill is returned to the legislator for introduction and then through the
legislative process. 1
Update
With two competitive top-of-the-ticket races and a national spotlight on the state’s congressional
districts — to say nothing about the Legislature’s busy agenda coupled with a growing sexual
harassment scandal in the state Capitol — 2018 could be a very interesting year for California
politics.
From a January 1, 2018, Mercury News article: 2
•

Who will step into Gov. Jerry Brown’s shoes?
A large field of contenders are facing off with the hope of succeeding Brown, a fixture of California
politics for almost half a century who will wrap up his 16th year as governor in 2018. The frontrunners are Lt. Gov. Gavin Newsom, a former San Francisco mayor who has come out on top in
every public poll, and former Los Angeles Mayor Antonio Villaraigosa, both Democrats.

•

Can Dianne Feinstein hold onto her U.S. Senate seat?
In her last election, she won by 25 points — and she hasn’t faced a competitive race since
1998. But Feinstein’s 2018 bid for a fifth full term in the Senate could be surprisingly tricky.
After some political missteps — including urging “patience” for Trump, blasphemy among many
liberals — Feinstein, at 84 the oldest U.S. senator, drew the most prominent Democratic
challenger of her Senate career: Kevin de León, the California Senate leader. While polls have

1
2

See: http://capitolmuseum.ca.gov/legislation/life-cycle-of-a-bill
see: https://www.mercurynews.com/2018/01/01/the-biggest-california-political-questions-in-2018/

shown Feinstein comfortably ahead, de León has been narrowing the lead, and he hopes to
capitalize on an energized left-wing base.
•

How far will sexual harassment scandals reach in Sacramento?
As attention on sexual harassment rose over the last couple of months, more than 150 women
signed a public letter decrying a culture of sexual harassment in Sacramento, sparking a move
to clean up the Capitol. So far, the movement has claimed two assemblymen: Southern California
Democrats Raul Bocanegra and Matt Dababneh, who resigned after women accused them of
groping, assault and other serious misconduct. Allegations have also surfaced against Sen. Tony
Mendoza, a Los Angeles County Democrat, and Assemblyman Devon Mathis, a Central Valley
Republican. All four have denied wrongdoing.

•

Can Republicans gain a toehold in state government?
The coming year could bring a new low water mark for the California Republican Party: It’s
possible that no Republican candidate will get to the November ballot in the governor’s and
Senate race because of California’s primary system, in which the top two candidates advance to
the general election regardless of party.

•

Will voters support transportation and housing ballot measures?
Ballot questions in 2018 will determine whether Californians will pay more for transit, road
repairs, and housing with increased tolls, fees, and state bonds. In the Bay Area, voters will
decide whether to back a bid to raise tolls on the region’s bridges by up to $3 to pay for a range
of transit projects. Statewide voters will get a say on a $4 billion bond to build affordable housing.
If Republican activists get their way, the 2018 ballot will also feature a measure repealing the gas
tax increase passed by the Legislature this year. It added 12 cents to the price of a gallon of
gasoline and 20 cents per gallon of diesel, in addition to raising vehicle registration fees, to pay
for more than $5 billion annually in road repairs and other transit.

•

Will California pass a single-payer health care plan?
One of Sacramento’s most contentious policy fights in 2017 was the struggle over single-payer
health care. The state Senate passed a bill that would create a single-payer system, but
Assembly Speaker Anthony Rendon put it the measure on ice because it didn’t specify how to
pay for it.
In 2018, the powerful California Nurses Association and other single-payer backers are expected
to continue to push for the bill, SB 562. However, prospects for truly passing a single-payer
system seem dim — in part because California would need a waiver from the Trump
administration to move forward with the plan.

Attachments
• 2018 California Senate Legislative Calendar
• MWD’s Top State Legislative Priorities for 2018
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Public Information/Legislative Committee
General Manager
January 8, 2018
Update: Long-term Water Conservation Legislation

Action/Discussion

Fiscal Impact

Resolution

Information Only

Recommendation
That the Board receive this update and request any follow-up as needed.
Background—Long-Term Water Conservation
Two long-term conservation and water use efficiency bills were made two-year bills in the Legislature
on Sept. 15, allowing for further actions on of the measures during the second year of the legislative
session. The bills went through several iterations throughout the legislative process; both measures
are now two-year bills.
SB 606 (Hertzberg/Skinner/Friedman)—as amended September 6, 2017:
• Provides for calculation of water use objectives by urban retail water suppliers
• Specifies SWRCB enforcement tools and timelines
• Revises UWMP reporting and filing requirements
• Provides for preparation of Water Shortage Contingency Plans and annual water supply and
demand assessments by urban wholesale and retail water suppliers
• SB 606 - held on Assembly floor last night of session
AB 1668 (Friedman)—as amended September 8, 2017:
• Proposes targets for indoor residential water use and performance measures for CII water
• References MWELO for outdoor water use
• Clarifies SWRCB enforcement authority for non-compliance
• Updates agricultural water use efficiency requirements
• Provides for countywide and small system drought planning
AB 1668 (Friedman) and SB 606 (Hertzberg/Skinner/Friedman) both became two-year bills when
they were held in the Legislature last September.
Updates
Both AB 1668 and SB 606 held are still active bills and need to be acted on prior to January 31,
2018. Both bills as currently written are supported by MWD. Last month, state Senate staff
held four, one-hour, listening sessions in Sacramento. From those sessions, a DRAFT list of
recommended amendments may be forthcoming very soon.
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Potential Amendments to AB 1668 (Friedman) and SB 606 (Skinner/Hertzberg) as discussed at an
MWD discussion group:
• Change reporting date to November of each year.
• Avoid having a “one size fits all” for the state
• What’s effective for one agency may not be effective for another
• Maximum applied water allowance based on landscape in order to meet the Model Water
Efficient Landscape Ordinance (MWELO) – focus on the calculation. 1
 Do the studies before moving from the 55 GCPD
 Make step-downs conditional based on the studies
 Ensure legislation language doesn’t drop below
 Keep language consistent with MWELO, but allow for the ability to change
• Increase the Recycle/potable reuse credit that is currently at 10%
• Reporting Period to be by calendar or fiscal year
• Allowances and Exceptions for Natural Disasters (fires, floods, etc.)
• Streamline Reporting into a single “Urban Water Conservation Report”
 Align with the current Urban Water Management Plan
 Include water loss audit required by SB555
• CII (Commercial, Institutional, Industrial) Performance Measures
 Acknowledge no two agencies are the same
 Water use best management practices “may include, but are not limited to”
 Shall implement “appropriate” performance measures
 Recognizes some suppliers may already have local CII water efficiency programs in place
Next Steps
Legislative sessions resume January 3; it is anticipated that any amendments will be firmed up in
early January.

1

In California, about half of the urban water is used for landscape irrigation. Substantial water savings can be gained by
proper landscape design, installation and maintenance. To improve water savings in this sector, DWR is updating the
Model Ordinance. The Model Ordinance promotes efficient landscapes in new developments and retrofitted landscapes.
The Executive Order (B-29-25) calls for revising the Model Ordinance to increase water efficiency standards for new and
retrofitted landscapes through more efficient irrigation systems, greywater usage, onsite storm water capture, and by
limiting the portion of landscapes that can be covered in turf. It also requires reporting on the implementation and
enforcement of local ordinances, with required reports due by December 31, 2015. Updating the ordinance to incorporate
these elements will help stretch our limited water supplies.
See: http://www.water.ca.gov/wateruseefficiency/landscapeordinance/
Page—2
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Update: SB 623 (Monning)—Public Goods Charge
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Fiscal Impact

Resolution
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Recommendation
That the Board receive staff’s update and request any follow-up as needed.
Background
After weeks of intense debate, SB 623 by Sen. William Monning (D-Carmel) was made a two-year
bill on September 1, 2017. The bill is aimed at funding safe drinking water solutions for
disadvantaged communities and proposes California’s first-ever tax on drinking water. In January
2018, the bill is expected to be referred to policy committees for additional hearings. ACWA will
continue to work to advance a more appropriate funding solution comprised of dollars from the state’s
General Fund, packaged together with ongoing federal safe drinking water funds, general obligation
bond funds, and the proposed assessments related to nitrates in groundwater.
• Some water systems chronically fail to provide safe water to ~200,000 Californians
• Private, domestic wells also at risk
• Mostly affects small, economically disadvantaged communities that usually lack technical,
managerial and financial capacity.
• “Human Right to Water” policy established in 2012
Bill’s Current Status:
• August 23 – placed on Assembly Appropriations Committee suspense file
• September 1 – moved to Assembly Rules Committee on 11-0 vote, without recommendation
• Post January 3, 2018 – to be assigned to policy committee(s) by Assembly Rules Committee
Update / Discussion:
1. Establishes Safe and Affordable Drinking Water Fund at SWRCB to assist communities and
individual domestic well owners;
2. Requires SWRCB to adopt annual funding needs assessment and map of high-risk aquifers;
3. Fund may pay for:
• Replacement water as short-term solution
• Water testing and investigations for domestic wells
• Planning, construction, operation and maintenance costs for system improvements
• Outreach to eligible, at-risk communities
• Provides stable funding to address drinking water contaminants that exceed standards
• Eligible applicants to include:
• Public water systems
• Public agencies, including local educational agencies
Page—1

•
•
•
•

Non-profit organizations
Federal and state recognized Indian tribes
Groundwater sustainability agencies
Third-party administrators

4. Revenue for Fund
• Agricultural fee on fertilizer sales and dairy operations
• Service connection charge on retail public water systems
5. Agricultural accommodations
• Relief from enforcement for exceeding nitrate water quality objectives (10 years)
• Relief from clean-up or abatement orders
for nitrate pollution or nuisance (15 years)
• Agricultural operation must comply with all state and regional board requirements and pay
assessment in timely manner
6. Monthly Drinking Water Tax Schedule (proposed to be effective 1/1/18 to 7/1/20)
• Excludes fire flow and non-potable connections
• Excludes wholesaler connections
• Low-income customers and deed-restricted multi-family housing can self-certify for
exemption
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Action/Discussion

Fiscal Impact

Resolution

Information Only

Recommendation
The Committee review the report below and direct staff to follow-up as needed.
Discussion
Background: About 30 percent of the water that flows out of taps in Southern California comes
from Northern California via the Sacramento-San Joaquin Delta. However, the Delta's delivery
system is badly outdated, a problem compounded both by a declining ecosystem and 1,100-mile
levee system that are increasingly vulnerable. California WaterFix is a comprehensive solution
proposed by state and federal agencies to ensure our state has a reliable water supply for many
years to come:
•
•

It would modernize the decades-old delivery system through the building of three new intakes
in the northern Delta along with two tunnels to carry water to the existing aqueduct system in
the southern Delta.
The estimated cost of California WaterFix is about $15 billion, with Southern California’s share
about a quarter of that. However, the cost of doing nothing would be greater as the reliability
of the state’s single largest water supply, the Sierra snowpack, would remain in jeopardy.

Each tunnel would be 150 feet (46 m) below ground, 40 feet (12 m) in diameter and 30 miles
(48 km) in length. The tunnel project is as big or bigger than the English Channel Tunnel and
Boston's Big Dig. The project would also include three new intakes with a capacity of 9000 cubic
feet per second each, and a total annual yield of 4.9 million acre-feet.
The proposed cost for the tunnels is $15 billion, with $8 billion additional devoted to habitat
restoration. The project is to be funded by revenue bonds created by the agencies who benefit,
and paid by the farmers and urban water users who benefit from the project, not taxpayers, and
does not require legislative or voter approval. 1
Update:
On October 10, 2017, Metropolitan Water District’s Board of Directors voted to support California
WaterFix. In December 2017, the California Department of Water Resources issued the
first requests for Proposals for Qualifications for work on the California WaterFix (see:
https://www.californiawaterfix.com/dc-rfps-rfqs/).
MWD’s website contains background data, their three white papers and detailed information
regarding the California WaterFix may be found at:
http://www.mwdh2o.com/DocSvcsPubs/WaterFix

1

See: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/California_Water_Fix_and_Eco_Restore
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Federal and State: News, Rules, Spending, and Regulations Updates

Action/Discussion

Fiscal Impact
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Information Only

Recommendation
The Committee direct staff to follow-up as necessary.
Items for Review & Discussion
• Californians are beginning to wonder: Is the state heading back into a drought?
• 1,2,3-TCP MCL Implementation
• EPA Proposes to Amend Effective Date of WOTUS Rule
• Senate confirms EPA water chief
• NDAA requires PFAS contamination study
• President Trump releases regulatory plan
• New California Law Will Require Manufacturers to Disclose Ingredients in Cleaning Products,
Air Fresheners, and Automotive Products
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Californians are beginning to wonder: Is the state heading back into a drought?
While experts say it is still too early in the winter rainy season to say for sure, the evidence is
accumulating, and the rain is definitely not. La Niña conditions in the Pacific Ocean — the cooling
of ocean waters near the equator that have historically increased the chances of dry winters in
California — are strengthening and should last through the spring, federal scientists said
Thursday.
December brought almost no rain across the state, and with no significant storms forecast for the
next two weeks in the Bay Area, the month is on track to become the driest December in San
Jose history since records began in 1893 and the third driest in San Francisco history back to
1849.
The Sierra Nevada snow pack, which got off to a good winter start with several storms in
November, has melted down to 34 percent of its historic average.
The unusually warm, dry weather has fueled historic fires across Southern California, and
prompted warnings from the National Weather Service about increased fire risk this weekend in
Northern California. And the U.S. Drought Monitor reclassified 44 percent of California as
“abnormally dry” on Thursday — up from 22 percent three months ago. That’s the bad news, but
experts and optimists point out that roughly half of the annual rainfall in Northern California falls
in December, January and February, and big storms in the coming months could wipe out this
year’s winter precipitation deficits.
Also, even if this winter does turn out to be drier-than-normal, reservoirs across the state are
brimming. They were filled during the soaking storms last February and March that ended
California’s historic five-year drought that parched the state from 2011 to 2016. With all that water
stored now, and groundwater tables boosted back in some areas, the chances of water shortages
next summer are low.
1,2,3-TCP MCL Implementation
On December 14, 2017, the Office of Administrative Law (OAL) approved the maximum
contaminant level (MCL) for 1,2,3-Trichloropropane (1,2,3-TCP) adopted by the State Water
Board on July 18, 2017. In addition, OAL approved the State Water Board's request for an early
effective date, making the MCL effective on filing with the Secretary of State on December 14,
2017. Pursuant to California Code of Regulations, Title 22, Section 64445, water systems must
initiate quarterly monitoring for 1,2,3-TCP in the calendar quarter beginning January
2018. Subsection 64445(i) specifies conditions under which water systems may be allowed to
substitute recent previously-collected samples for up to three quarters of the groundwater
monitoring results to be used to meet initial monitoring requirements.
EPA Proposes to Amend Effective Date of WOTUS Rule
On November 16, 2017, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and U.S. Department of the
Army unveiled a proposed rule to amend the effective date of the 2015 rule defining “waters of
the United States,” commonly referred to as the “WOTUS Rule.” The WOTUS Rule, which defines
the scope of federal jurisdiction under the CWA, was adopted by the Agencies under the Obama
Administration in a 2015 Rule titled “Clean Water Rule: Definition of ‘Waters of the United States”.
As explained in previous alerts, the WOTUS Rule has far-reaching implications for project
developers across energy, water, agricultural, construction, and transportation sectors.
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Senate confirms EPA water chief
The U.S. Senate has confirmed David Ross to be the new assistant administrator for water at the
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. Ross is currently the Wisconsin assistant attorney general
and head of the environmental protection unit for the Wisconsin Department of Justice.
Prior to taking this position, he was a senior assistant attorney general for Wyoming. A Wisconsin
native, he holds degrees from the University of Wisconsin-Madison and the Vermont Law School.
The Senate Committee on Environment and Public Works approved Ross in late October and
forwarded his nomination to the full Senate. His approval by the full Senate is currently held up
due to disagreements between some members of the Senate and top EPA administrators.
NDAA requires PFAS contamination study
In the run up to the holidays, the President signed the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA)
for fiscal year 2018. A provision of particular interest to the water sector is language directing the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and the Agency for Toxic Substances and Disease
Registry (ATSDR) to conduct a study on human health impacts from per- polyfluoroalkyl
substances (PFAS) contamination in drinking water and groundwater. The study is to be
completed December 2023.
On a shorter timeline, ATSDR is required to conduct an exposure assessment at a minimum of
eight (current or former) military installations with known PFAS contamination in drinking water
and groundwater. The exposure assessment is due by December 2020
President Trump releases regulatory plan
The Trump Administration promised to step up its efforts to roll back federal regulations as it
released its semi-annual regulatory agenda. President Trump issued an executive order earlier
this year asking agencies and departments to identify two rules to remove for every one new
regulation to be issued. For fiscal year 2018, the administration says it wants to finalize three
deregulatory actions for each new rule. The regulatory database has been modified to identify
whether a regulation is regulatory or deregulatory.
New California Law Will Require Manufacturers to Disclose Ingredients in Cleaning
Products, Air Fresheners, and Automotive Products
On October 15, 2017, California Governor Jerry Brown signed the Cleaning Product Right to
Know Act into state law. The Act requires manufacturers of general cleaning products, air care
products, and certain automotive products that are sold in California to disclose ingredients on
product labels and online. It also prohibits retailers from selling products in California that do not
comply with the new disclosure requirements. The online disclosure provisions will take effect in
2020, and the labeling requirements will take effect in 2021.
Under the Act, the manufacturer of a covered product may choose one of two sets of information
to disclose on the label. It may disclose (1) fragrance allergens that are present in the product at
a concentration at or above 0.01 percent included in Annex III to the European Union’s (“EU”)
Cosmetics Regulation No. 1223, and ingredients that are intentionally added to the product and
appear on one of twenty-two regulatory lists identified in the Act, or, (2) it may disclose all
intentionally added ingredients in the product other than ingredients that qualify as confidential
business information (“CBI”).
Sources:
American Water Works Association, Association of Metropolitan Water Agencies, Association of California
Water Agencies, The Furman Group, The Mercury News, Los Angeles Times, The Sacramento Bee,
VanNess Feldman LLP, WaterReuse Association, KPCC, https://www.climate.gov/enso, Marten Law News
(via email)
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